
G O ,  T E L L  I T  O N  T H E  M O U N T A I N

Haveyou  everhadaspec ia l  p ieceo f  news tha t  was  so  exc i t i ng  tha t  you  fe l t  l i ke  you  wan ted

to  go  up  on  the  roo f  o f  your  home and  shou t  i t  a l l  ove r  the  ne ighborhood?  l t  wou ld  be  a

t h r i l l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w o u l d n ' t  i t ?

Now, imag inesomeonewho had  jus t  l ea rned  abou t  how f  esus  was  born  in  Be th lehem,  tha t

He  was  the  Son  o f  God ,  had  l i ved  and  worked  among men showing  them the  rea l  mean ing

of  Love,  and then of fered Himsel f  as a sacr i f ice to  d ie on a Cross for  a l l  o f  mankind.  This

wou ld  be  g rea t  news  tha t  wou ld  need  a  mounta in  f rom wh ich  to  shou t  i t ,  wou ldn ' t  i t ?

How many notes does our  major  scale have?

Ask  your  d i rec to r  to  exP la in  such  a

and  our  ma jo r  sca le ,  then  wr i te  he re

form the pentatonic scale.

b lack people fe l t  many,  many years ago who had

whole s tory of  Jesus was to ld them over  and over

o f  l i v ing .  A l l  o f  them,  i t t s t  l i ke  you  and  me,  loved

I t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  s o m e  o t h e r  m e l o d i e s

is  ca l led  "T ramp,  t ramP,  t ramP the

t h e  m o u n t a i n "  s o u n d s  l i k e  t h a t  o l d

i t  has been g i r , ,en th is  musica l

i t  have?

scale to  you and the d i f ferences between pentatonic

which notes of  ou r  maior  scale are usual ly  omi t ted to

Those nat ives of  Afr ica who had been so drast ica l ly  uprooted and t ransplanted here in

Amer ica  had  a  wonder fu l ,  na tu ra l  way  o f  mak ing  mus ic .  They  loved  to  s ing .  Mos t  o f  them

seemed to  be  ab le  to  make  up  s imp le ,  beau t i fu l ,  haun t ing  me lod ies  tha t  were  mos t  expres -

s i ve  o f  the i r  deepes t  fee l ings .  Many  o f  these  me lod ies  s t i l l  ex i s t  and  a re  we l l  known to

us, both black and white persons. They are cal led Negro Spir i tuols.

Our  sp i r i t ua l ,  "Go ,  te l l  i t  on  the  mounta in "  expresses  ve ry  we l l  the  fee l ing  o f  shou t ing  o r

s ing ingwonder fu lnews to the  who le  wor ld  abou t  the  b i r th  o f  tha t  wonder fu l  Baby .  l t  t e l l s

o f  H is  b i r th  in  a  manger  and  o f  the  shepherds  and  the  ange ls  s ing ing .  l t  t e l l s  a l l  o f  us  to  go

ou t  everywhere  and  sp read  the  wonder fu l  news  " tha t  
Jesus  Chr i s t  i s  bo rn l "

This  is  very much the way some of  the

been brought from Afr ica as slaves. The

in the local  churches as par t  o f  the i r  way

the  Chr i s tmas  s to rv .

No  one  ac tua l l y  knows  how th is  mus ic  was  o r ig ina ted .

f rom about  the per iod of  our  Civ i l  War.  One of  them

boys  a re  march ing . "  Can  you  hear  how "Go,  te l l  i t  on

song  when  your  cho i r  d i rec to r  p lays  i t  on  the  p iano?

This melody is  ca l led a pentotonic  tune.  Do you know why

name? What  is  the pentatonic  scale? How many notes does
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